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DETAILED ACTION 

The Amendment and remarks therewith filed May 15, 2006 have 
been entered and considered. In view thereof, the rejections of 
the claims applying Jurgenson et al . (US2004/0231139) have been 
withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hunsaker et al . (US 5,578,406), hereinafter 
Hunsaker. Regarding claim 1, Hunsaker discloses a magnetic head 
tester wherein a medium is rotated to float a slider from the 
medium (See Hunsaker, Abstract) comprising: 

a holder removably holding the slider opposed to the 
surface of the medium (See FIG. 3, holder 14, slider 10 and 
medium 55) ; and 

suspension means provided on the holder (See FIG. 2, note 
leaf spring and bump portions of holder) , which has the same 
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function as a suspension supporting the slider in a real 
apparatus (Note suspension means and holder position the slider 
for measurement of signals from the medium, which is the same 
function as similar components in disk drives) . 

Regarding claim 2, Hunsaker discloses a holder base 
6 inclinably holding said holder with respect to the surface of 
the medium (See FIG. 3, item 64); and 

means for always biasing said holder towards said medium 
(See FIG. 3, note angle of inclination of the holder and holder 
base which when the medium and slider are moved into contact 
with each other, the combination of the components biases the 
12 holder and hence the slider toward the medium) . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the 'basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

18 (a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 

disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 

24 negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere 



Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for 
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establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and 
the claims at issue. 

6 3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent 

art . 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the 

application indicating obviousness or nonobviousness . 

Claims 2-4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

12 being unpatentable over Hunsaker in view of Boutaghou (US 

6,359,758). Regarding claims 2 and 3, Hunsaker teaches the 

features with respect to claim 1 as noted above. However, 

Hunsaker does not teach a holder base, holder and pin 

arrangement . 

Boutaghou teaches an alternative design to the simple bump 
18 suspension design of Hunsaker, and teaches a suspension arm of a 
disk apparatus comprising a holder for holding the slider (See 
Boutaghou FIG. 3, holder 22 holding slider 24); 

a holder base inclinably holding said holder with respect 
to the surface of the medium (See FIG. 3, holder base item 18); 

said holder is inclinably supported with respect to the 
24 holder base via a supporting pin (See FIG. 3, item 31) which 

supports and contacts a load center of said holder (See FIG. 3) , 
and said biasing means provides bias to said supporting pin to 
bias the holder towards the medium (note angle of inclination of 
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the holder and holder base which when the medium and slider are 
moved into contact with each other, the combination of the 
components biases the holder base and pin and hence the slider 
toward the medium as shown in FIG. 1 and as is well known in the 
art) . 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to incorporate the suspension arm assembly of Boutaghou 
comprising a holder base, holder and pin into the head testing 
assembly of Hunsaker to arrive at the invention as claimed in 
claims 2 and 3. One having ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to do so to finely position a slider with respect 
to a desired portion of the medium (See Boutaghou col. 1, line 
66 to col . 2 , line 20) . 

Regarding claims 4 and 6, the noted combination teaches an 
elastic member, operating as a cushion, being positioned between 
the holder and holder base to limit but allow inclination of the 
holder (See Boutaghou FIG. 3, item 40) . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8-16 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance : 



Application/Control Number: 10/722,823 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2862 

Claims 8-10 are allowed for those reasons contained in the 
previous office actions. 

Regarding claims 11-16, the prior art does not teach the 
holder base partially surrounding the holder with a supporting 
pin there-between for inclinable support, in combination with 
the other features of the claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Claims 4 and 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: regarding these claims, the prior 
art does not show a coil spring (claim 5) or a leaf spring 
(claim 7) usable as an elastic member between the holder and the 
holder base, in combination with the other features of the 
claims . 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. US2003/0002198 
and US 6,212,045 teach varying designs for head/disk testers. 
US6,965,500, USB, 657, 187, US5, 790,347 and US5 , 166 , 847 teach 
6 varying designs for suspension arms in disk drive apparatus. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Kenneth 
J. Whittington whose telephone number is (571) 272-2264. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday, 7:30am- 
12 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Edward Lefkowitz can be 
reached on (571) 272-2180. The fax phone number for the 

Q 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300 . 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
6 Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 



12 



(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Kenneth J Whi 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2862 
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